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Plant of the Year

The Awards committee has been very busy reviewing

tor Certifications. They strive to reduce their carbon foot

Year. After a thorough review and a very difficult deci-

organization in the state of Florida to have its water and

the seven nominations for the SEDA 2010 Plant of the

sion, the Awards Committee is proud to announce that
the Palm Bay South Regional RO Plant is selected as the

SEDA 2010 Plant of the Year. This 4.0 MGD brackish water RO facility was commissioned in 2006. It is equipped

with a unique 2-stage scrubber/odor control system on
the post treatment and incorporates deep well injection
for concentrate disposal. The facility is staffed 24/7 with

6 licensed operators and 3 maintenance staff. Five of
the six operators possess their SEDA Membrane Opera-

print and registered in 2008 to become the first utilities

wastewater treatment facilities registered under the ISO
14001:2004 environmental management standard. All
members of their organization understand the importance
of minimizing our impact on the environment through

pollution prevention, better regulatory compliance, and

continual improvement. Palm Bay is an active supporter
of SEDA and their community education/outreach programs are phenomenal. Congratulations to all the staff at
the Palm Bay South Regional RO Plant.
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Message From The President

Dear SEDA Membership,

the full roster of exhibitors and
SEDA is alive and well. The Spring Symposium was well attended and
cruise Sunday evening full of
total support of sponsors helped make this successful meeting. From the
er in the industry, to the Back to
attendees and their families, the opening remarks by Paul Culler, a pione
SEDA Feud, the Hands on trainBasics format supported by excellent speakers and presentations, the
200 in attendance. One of the
ing and tours at Island Water Association, it was a great event with nearly
one of the items was a problem
attendees told me that a speaker was talking about instrumentation and
one tidbit made coming to the
that he had been trying to fix for two years. His comment was that this
offerings. Not everything will be
Symposium worth it all alone. That is what we are striving for in our
skill or performance, we have
pertinent but if an attendee can learn something that improves his or her
accomplished our goal.

ers that will bring new perspecThe new Board of Directors was seated and will have three new memb
Carlos Aguilera and Jamey Waltives and fresh ideas for SEDA. Congratulations to David LaLiberte,
lace on their membership to the Board.
at least one more Membrane
SEDA will be holding two more Technology Transfer Workshops and
great meetings with SCMA and
Operator Certification class this year. The MOC Committee had some
the usefulness of the class and
will be making some exciting changes to the format that will broaden
osium will be in St Augustine
also offer additional training for people already certified. The Fall Symp
along with Break-out sessions
in October and has a program that will be important to SEDA members
on a variety of topics.
I look forward to my second term as President of SEDA and all of
the exciting plans for SEDA in the coming year.
President, SEDA
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SEDA Fall Symposium 2010 – St Augustine, FL
SEDA has assembled an exciting program for the
Fall Symposium to be held at the Renaissance Resort at
World Golf Village in St Augustine, FL October 24 – 26,
2010. “Membranes for Now and the Future” will focus
on acid removal from RO plants with several talks and
case histories and a panel discussion. Reviews of RO
technology, low pressure membranes and large diameter
elements will be given to afford the attendees the most
up-to-date information on the industry. A review of the

Coquina Coast seawater effort along with case histories
on Mt Pleasant, SC, Ormond Beach, Putnam County,
and Hallandale, FL, and even Anheuser- Busch RO plant
in Jacksonville, FL will be discussed at the symposium.
Eight break-out sessions with some hands on training
will be held over the two days and attendees will be updated on key items important to membrane operations
including filter cartridges, pressure vessels, membrane
element construction and examination, fittings, pilot
plants, pumps and post treatment corrosion control. A
full exhibit hall with key suppliers and firms represented
will give the symposium participants a chance to discuss
issues important to them and to learn about what the
companies have to offer. There will be networking receptions Sunday and Monday evening where attendees
can get to know their colleagues and share experiences
as well as view the exhibits. The Monday reception will
include a golf adventure to stay with the theme of the
location. The brochure for the Fall Symposium will be
mailed to SEDA members soon and can be found on the
web site. www.southestdesalting.com. Please plan to attend the Fall Symposium in St Augustine and touch on
membranes for now and the future.

World Golf Village’s King & Bear and Slammer & Squire courses
feature design collaborations by four World Golf Hall of Fame
members, Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, Sam (The Slammer) Snead
and Gene (The Squire) Sarazen. These courses have hosted Professional tournaments including the Liberty Mutual Legends of Golf, a
Champions Tour event, and Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf,
as well as other nationally-televised events.
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Blood Really is Thicker than Water!
By: Brian Matthews

Meaning that Troy Taylor has chosen family over the water
industry. Troy will definitely be missed by the SEDA Board of
Directors as he heads back north to run his family’s business. Even
though he was on the Board for only one year he brought many years
of experience working with plant operators, the very reason for
the existence of SEDA. Troy has also been an extremely valuable
instructor for the Membrane Operators Certification (MOC) Schools
and the One Day Tech Transfer Classes. We have been fortunate
that Troy has been allowed by his employer, AEREX Industries,
to participate in two to three MOC Schools and at least two Tech
Schools per year for each of the past five years. The students have
placed Troy in the top three instructors in every MOC School that
he has taught and he won the “Educator of the Year” Award twice.
Troy has had the difficult task of teaching the Thursday curriculum
that includes; Chapt. 11 – Operating Membrane Systems, Chapt. 12
– Data Collection and Normalization, Chapt. 13 – Troubleshooting
and Chapt. 14 – Membrane Cleaning, and really enjoyed seeing
the operators’ expressions when they “get it” as these are tough
chapters. I have teased him about installing a video feed so the he can continue as our Thursday instructor but
it just wouldn’t be the same.
After 30 years in the Water Industry including operating complex treatment systems, troubleshooting,
installation, start-up, programming and training Troy is moving on. I’m sure that if I were to contact the people
that Troy has worked with through the years that we could fill a years worth of newsletters with stories about
Troy. I know that I will miss him and that he will be extremely difficult to replace.
Troy, on behalf of myself, the SEDA Board of Directors, and the water and wastewater operators in our
industry we wish you and your family the very best in all that you do.
RMA
GeoLogic Consultants, Inc.
Providing expertise, experience, and quality, timely, cost-effective services
ï
ï
ï
ï
ï
ï
ï
ï

Wellfield Design and Development
Reverse Osmosis Water Supply
Wastewater Disposal
Deep Well Injection Services
Water Use Permitting
Aquifer Storage and Recovery
Impact Modeling
Watershed and Wellfield Protection Studies

ï Wellfield Rehabilitations
ï Regulatory Compliance
www.rma-geologic.com
12771 World Plaza Lane, Building 87, Suite 1
Tel: (239) 415-1818

info@rma-geologic.com
Ft. Myers, FL 33907
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2010 SEDA Feud formerly
the SEDA Operator Challenge
Two teams of five operators each squared off in the first annual SEDA Feud (a shameless copy of the game show Family
Feud). Team One consisted of Carlton Corinthian – River to Tap,
Inc., Brad Davis and Chris Caglioti – City of Cape Coral, Susan MacPherson – Acciona Aqua and Gregory Turman – City of
Clearwater. Team Two was composed of Damon Hardy – Lee
County Utilities, Peter Roussell of Palm Coast, David Jimenez,
Edward Stover and Marco Parra of City of Cape Coral.
Five rounds of questions, first to the bell, stolen points, and
finally trying to match the most popular answers from the morning conference attendee survey questions resulted in a close 139
– 134 win for Team One. Each member of the winning team was
awarded a $50 Home Depot gift card. Team Two was dejected
until they were given a $25 Home Depot gift card for being good
sports and playing the Feud. The audience, equipped with noise
makers, livened up the atmosphere and summarily booed the perceived unfair decisions by the emcee (Harold Fravel), while adding a loud distraction during some of the deliberations. Thanks
to Amanda Barnes (slide advancer) and Chris Kuzler (scorekeeper) for their help and to all of the players that took on the Feud as
well as the audience that wielded there noisemakers to make for
a spirited and enjoyable time.

Legislative Committee Report:

Proposed Revisions to the Total Coliform Rule (TCR)
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published the
original TCR in 1989 requiring drinking water systems meet
limits for total coliforms, including fecal coliforms, as determined by monthly monitoring. The current rule establishes the
frequency and timing of monthly microbial testing by water
systems based on the population the water system serves. The
rule also provides notification responsibilities.
The revised rule proposes eliminating the MCL and MCLG
for total coliforms but would establish an MCL of 0 for E. coli.
Systems would continue monitoring for total coliforms monthly.
Under the proposed treatment technique requirements, a PWS
that exceeds a specified frequency of total coliform occurrences
would be required to conduct an assessment to determine if any

sanitary defects exist and if found, correct them. In addition, a
PWS that incurs an E. coli MCL violation must conduct an assessment and correct any sanitary defects found.
The proposed rule is eliminating monthly public notifications requirements based only on the presence of total coliforms.
Total coliforms may indicate a potential for contamination but
in and of themselves do not indicate a health threat. Instead,
the proposed rule would require public notification when an E.
coli MCL violation occurs, indicating a potential health threat
or when a PWS fails to conduct the required assessment and
corrective action.
For additional information, visit the EPA web site: www.epa.
gov/safewater/disinfection/tcr/regulation.html
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The Results Are In SEDA QUIZ
by the Election Committee

Sorry,this quiz is no longer
available. Please see our latest
issue for a new quiz!

Well the votes were cast and the
results are in for your 2010/2011
Board of Directors. The results are:
Division 1: Brian Matthews and
Lynn Stevens were re-elected to the
Board.
Division 2: John Potts was reelected to the Board.

Division 3: David LaLiberte was
elected to replace outgoing Board
member Gil Turner.

At Large Board Member: Carlos
Aguilera was elected by the Board
of Directors to replace outgoing AL
member Jill Hudkins.

David Laliberte

During the meeting, it was
announced that Troy Taylor would
be leaving the area for family
reasons and was resigning his
position in Division 3. The Board
appointed Jamey Wallace to fulfill
the remaining 1 year of Troy’s term.
Congratulations to all!

Brian Matthews

com

Other actions at the Board meeting
included the election of officers and
appointments to chair the various
committees.
Here are those results.
Officers:

Harold Fravel, President

Tony Fogel, Vice President
Amanda Barnes, Treasurer
Committee Chairs:

AMTA Liaison: Harold Fravel

Awards/Scholarships: Bill Lazenby
John Potts

Election Committee: Carlos
Aguilera
Finance: Amanda Barnes

Legislative: David LaLiberte
Membership: John Potts

Newsletter: Lynn Stevens

Operator Certification (MOC):
Brian Matthews
Program: Chris Kuzler
Jamey Wallace

If you are interested

Public Relations/Communications:
Jamey Wallace
Technology Transfer: Tony Fogel

		
		
		
		

Answers can be found on the SEDA website at www.southeastdesalting.

John Potts, Secretary
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Awards/Scholarshi
2010 Plant, Operator and Educator of the Year
with President and Awards Chair

Norm Anderson, AECOM –
Vendor of the Year

Andy Conger of Victaulic –
Vendor of the Year
with Troy Taylor

Plant of the Year
The Awards committee has been very busy reviewing the
seven nominations for the SEDA 2010 Plant of the Year.
After a thorough review and a very difficult decision, the
Awards Committee is proud to announce that the Palm Bay
South Regional RO Plant is selected as the SEDA 2010 Plant
of the Year. This 4.0 MGD brackish water RO facility was
commissioned in 2006. It is equipped with a unique 2-stage
scrubber/odor control system on the post treatment. The facility is staffed 24/7 with 6 licensed operators and 3 maintenance staff. Five of the six operators possess their SEDA
Membrane Operator Certifications. They strive to reduce
their carbon foot print and registered in 2008 to become the
first utilities organization in the state of Florida to have its
water and wastewater treatment facilities registered under
the ISO 14001:2004 environmental management standard.
All members of their organization understand the importance

Special Recognition Awards to
Outgoing Board Members with SEDA President

Gil Turner – Special
Recognition Award

Troy Taylor – Special
Recognition Award

of minimizing our impact on the environment through pollution prevention, better regulatory compliance, and continual
improvement. Palm Bay is an active supporter of SEDA and
their community education/outreach programs are phenomenal. Congratulations to all the staff at the Palm Bay South
Regional RO Plant.
Operator of the Year
Based on a nomination submitted by Shannon Dunne, Director of Utilities for South Martin Regional Utilities, the
awards committee has chosen Mr. Jim Richardson, the Water Systems Manager for South Martin Regional Utility to
receive the “2010 Outstanding Plant Operator of the Year”
award. Jim has been with South Martin Utilities for just over
2 years but has over twenty years of experience in this industry, including work with City of Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie
West Services District, Hand Hydropro, Inc. This award is

RECOVERY ZONE
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ips Announcements
2010 Plant of the Year – Group Photos

Jill Hudkins – Special
Recognition Award

Lance Littrel –
Educator of the Year

in recognition of outstanding service and dedication to membrane operations and leadership within the industry. Jim’s
nomination came with many glowing recommendations from
industry leaders. According to Jim’s Assistant Director of
Utilities, there has been a “paradigm shift from being reactive to being proactive under Jim’s careful watch”. Jim is
also very active in the community outreach program. Chief
Engineer Phillip Dover, Brown and Caldwell writes that Jim
“consistently demonstrated integrity and professionalism in
the performance of his duties”. He has been a member of
SEDA for four years and we look forward to his participation
and leadership in the organization in the future. Jim received
a check for $500 at the awards luncheon and will receive free
registration to any two SEDA symposiums including meals,
hotel and travel expenses. Congratulations Jim!

Jim Richardson –
Operator of the Year

Tim Van Deventer of
Palm Bay Utilities –
Plant of the Year

Instructor of the Year
Lance Littrell was chosen as the SEDA 2010 Instructor of the
Year. Lance is constantly rated as one of the favorite instructors for Membrane Operator Certification (MOC) schools. He
knows his subjects well, is prepared for his presentations, and
engages the participants during his presentations. His ability
to impart information in a professional manner while relating
to the attendees makes him an excellent educator for SEDA.
Lance not only teaches at the SEDA MOC schools, he has
been an excellent speaker at several SEDA Symposiums. He
donates his time out of his busy schedule working with Reiss
Environmental to support SEDA and the training efforts for
the plant operators in the industry. Congratulations Lance!
Vendor Awards
Vendor awards were presented to AECOM and Victaulic
Company for their continued support of SEDA events.
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Calendar Of Events
Thursday
August 5, 2010
Operation & Maintenance
of Degasifiers & Scrubber
Systems Workshop
Palm Bay South Regional Water Treatment
Plant
Palm Bay, FL
Friday
August 20, 2010
Board of Director’s Meeting
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Tetra Tech Office
Orlando, FL
Tuesday
September 14, 2010
Membrane Theory & Operations Workshop
City of Hallandale Beach Water Treatment
Plant
Hallandale Beach, FL
Sunday
Oct. 24, 2010
Board of Director’s Meeting
12:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Renaissance Resort at
World Golf Village
St. Augustine, FL

Sunday – Tuesday
Oct. 24-26, 2010
SEDA 2010 Fall Symposium “Membranes
for Now and the Future”
Renaissance Resort at
World Golf Village
St. Augustine, FL
Monday – Friday
Nov. 15-19, 2010
SEDA – Membrane Operators Certification
(MOC) Short School
City of Bonita Springs – Operations
Service Center, Bonita Springs, FL
Monday – Thursday
July 18-21, 2011
AMTA/SEDA 2011 Joint
Conference & Exposition
“Membranes are the Solution”
Fontainebleau Resort
Miami Beach, FL
Sunday – Tuesday
Oct. 23-25, 2011
SEDA 2011 Fall Symposium
Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort
Clearwater Beach, FL

Calling All Members:

The Newsletter Committee is trying out a new series that asks for member input. A question will be posted in
the newsletter and on the website each quarter. We ask that our members provide us some input on the website.
Then, the newsletter committee will bring the responses back to the respective SEDA committee for a response
and a final response will be printed in the next quarterly newsletter. This quarter’s question: What training
area, topic, or hands-on workshop would you most like to see provided?
Be sure to log in to Southeastdesalting.com to respond. You can include your name or remain unanimous.
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House Keeping

If you resolve leaks quickly you can avoid having your
system look like the boiler room of the Titanic as it appears in recent photos. When you have done all the obvious house cleaning chores there is one last little trick that
can make a big difference. I must give credit to Kirk Lai
of Hydranautics for this procedure. He found that by using orange GOJO hand cleaner you can make SS pipe and
headers look like new. Take a clean cloth with a little dab

r
rne
Co
ip

It is obvious that you should always be on the look out for
any leaks or small drips. A small drip allowed to continue
for several weeks will usually leave a salt or calcium deposit and stain on everything it drips upon.

sT

How to get the membrane plant looking good

’
Ben

It is not uncommon for the Chief Operator to receive a request to get the plant
ship shape for an open house or other public event. After all, you wouldn’t eat
from a dirty restaurant, so why then would you drink water from a dirty water plant.

of the GOJO and you will be surprised
how easily it will remove finger prints and
smudges from the SS pipes. I have found that
it also helps to remove mild mineral deposits
from pressure vessels if you apply and let it set for
a few hours before rubbing clean. You do not need a
fifty gallon barrel of this, just a small can and some enthusiastic rubbing action will get the job done nicely.
If you have a tip or a suggestion for a future article please
contact Ben Mohlenhoff at (772) 546-6292 or bmohlenhoff@aerexindustries.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Since our last newsletter we have welcomed 36 new members, bring our total membership to 641 to date.
Joanne Alexander
Coral Springs
Improvement District
Tom Anderson
Martin County
Ralph V. Angarola
City of Port St. Lucie
Preston S. Baggerly II
Randy Bowles
Startex-Jackson-WellfordDuncan (SJWD) Water District

Paul Dodge
Lee County Utilities

Chris Morton
City of Pompano Beach

Terrane Eigelbach
Seacoast Utility Authority

Charles Mounce
City of Somerset

Steve Englebert
Tampa Bay Water

Brian Naeyaert
Tampa Bay Water

Mike Frazzetto
Lee County Utilities

Steve Ouimet
Coral Springs
Improvement District

John Gannon
Lee County Utilities

Kelly Boyles
City of Palm Coast

Pete Herman
Coral Springs Improvement
District

Kenneth Brinson
City of Somerset

Lance D. Hunter
Seacoast Utility Authority

Edward Burke
Seminole Tribe of Florida

William Hurley
Seacoast Utility Authority

Ronald Collins
City of Deerfield Beach

Randy Jackson
Tampa Bay Water

Jeff Cook
City of Cookeville

Juan Pablo Jimenez
Broward County

Robert Davis
Seacoast Utility Authority

Derek Koger

Brenda Dewees
Andrew Doak

Visit the
SEDA
Website
for Updates

www.southeastdesalting.com

Judith Ann Mergupis
Seacoast Utility Aurhtoriy

Lorraine Palazzolo
Tampa Bay Water
David Romeo
Miller-Leaman, Inc.
Timothy Ryan
Hilton Head
Public Service District
Stephen Spillers
Severn Trent
Environmental Services
Brian Stitt
AECOM
Mark Tarvin
Seacoast Utility Authority
Michael Turbeville
Palm Beach County Water Utilites
Department
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Spring 2010 Symposium – Captiva Island, FL
SEDA’s Spring 2010 Symposium was held on Captiva Island at the
beautiful South Seas Resort June 13th through the 16th. The program
“Back to the Basics” focused on the basic concepts of membrane treatment technologies through instructional talks, case studies and handson training in a revival of the early SEDA Symposiums format. Over
190 people from all walks of the industry attended including operators,
utility managers, equipment vendors, engineers and contractors and
found they had an excellent chance to
network while learning and earning
Continuing Education Units (CEUs)
or Professional Development Hours.
The symposium kicked off Sunday evening with a networking cruise
along the coasts of Captiva and Sanibel Islands at which attendees and
their friends and families enjoyed
food, drink, conversation, the sunset
and an occasional dolphin swimming
in the boat’s wake.
Monday morning opened with a
welcome by Mr. William Fenniman of
the Island Water Association Board of
Directors followed by a keynote address by one of SEDA’s founders and
Lifetime Award Winners, Mr. Paul
Culler, who captured everyone’s attention with a brief history of membrane
water treatment and photos of some of
the earliest membrane systems in the
country. Technical sessions that morning included topics such as Membrane
Nomenclature, Water Chemistry, and
Basics of Microfiltration, Ultrafiltration and Reverse Osmosis systems.
The Awards Luncheon immediately followed the morning session.
While everyone enjoyed their meal,
SEDA’s annual awards for Operator of the Year, Plant of the year and
another Lifetime Achiement Award
winner were announced and surprised
recipients were honored by the attendees Outgoing Board members, Jill
Manning-Hudkins, Troy Taylor and
Gil Turner were acknowledged and
presented plaques to commemorate the
occasion. See the separate article on the awards granted for details.
Monday afternoon’s session continued with the progression through
membrane basics including talks on Membrane Mathematics, Physical
and Chemical Pretreatment, Physical and Chemical Post Treatment, a
case history on Selecting an Energy Recovery Process for the North
Lee County WTP Expansion and an overview of the Island Water RO
Treatment Plant. At the conclusion of the technical sessions, SEDA’s
2010-2011 Board of Directors was presented to members at the annual
Membership Meeting. Members were also given an update on all of
SEDA’s active committees by each respective committee chairperson.

Directly following the Membership Meeting, attendees enjoyed
a reception and the annual Operator’s Challenge which, for the first
time, was in the format of the “Family Feud” game show and was
rightly called the “SEDA Feud”. Everyone enjoyed themselves as two
teams of operators competed by answering membrane-related questions, some of which included survey results from the morning technical session. See the SEDA Feud article for more details.
Tuesday morning’s session consisted of hands-on training at the Island Water RO Treatment Plant. The
stations included demonstrations on
membrane construction and autopsies,
high pressure pumps, cartridge filtration and membrane loading. Attendees were also given a tour of the water
treatment plant. Despite the heat, the
hands-on session proved to be very
successful! See the separate article
for a more in-depth explanation.
After a very good barbeque buffet
lunch, Tuesday’s afternoon session
continued with talks on Chemical
Storage, Feed and Dosing Systems,
Membrane Cleaning, Concentrate
Disposal and a case history on the
Town of Davie Reuse Project. The
session closed with a “Vendor’s Corner” during which each exhibitor was
given 1½ minutes to introduce their
company and describe the services
and/or products they provide. It truly was a good demonstration on the
depth of resources available to SEDA
members.
The last day of the conference consisted of a morning technical session
with talks on Instrumentation and
Controls, Data Collection and Normalization and case histories on the
Village of Wellington, Bonita Spring
Utilities and a study to improve membrane plant recovery conducted for
the South Florida Water Management
District.
Based on feedback from attendees, the symposium went very well. As
always, your SEDA Program Committee is reviewing the Attendee
Evaluation Forms very carefully in support of our continued effort to
improve both our Spring and Fall events. We thank all who attended
and those who made it possible including speakers, exhibitors, sponsors and all others who assisted with the planning and implementation
of this event.
Our next symposium is scheduled for October 24th through the 26th
at the Renaissance Resort at World Golf Village in St. Augustine, Florida. Please see the announcement about the Fall progam.
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All HandsOn Deck!
Well another spring symposium has come and gone.
The “Hands-On” portion of our annual symposium was
another HUGE success. There were some changes made
to this year’s “hands-on”, we held this portion in one session only, instead of breaking it into two separate days. In
addition, the “hands-on” session was held in the morning
instead of the heat of the afternoon. It was @89 degrees
this year, but better than the 96+ degrees expected that
afternoon.
The 90+ conference attendees were bused to the Island
Water RO Plant and separated into groups. The groups
rotated through each of the demonstration/tour sections.
The sections included Cartridge Filter demonstrations
by Clay Warner and Cecil Baty of H.C. Warner; the ever
popular Membrane Construction/Autopsy presentation by
Mike Humphreys of H2O Innovations; and a thorough
demonstration on High Pressure pumps by Skip Beach of
RC Beach & Associates.
The staff of Island Water, Steve Rensing, Tom Powers,
and Taylor Musburger, demonstrated membrane loading
and unloading. They even got some of the attendees to
load/unload the membranes with them. Meanwhile, Island Water staff Brandon Henke, Neil Erickson, and Justin
Richmond provided a tour of the award winning facility.
It is difficult to give a tour to 20 people, let alone having
90+ all at once.
The entire event was a major undertaking for water
plant and their staff. You can tell by the way the staff
spoke about their facility, the way the facility looked, and
by the pride in the case history provided to attendees the
day before that the Island Water personnel take great pride
in what they do. SEDA would like to give a big THANK
YOU to the Island Water Staff and all of our “hands-on”
presenters.
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Successful Class at Collier County
SEDA held another great class at Collier County on March
17th, 2010. The topic of this class was Operating and Troubleshooting Membrane Systems. There were 24 attendees, all giving excellent reviews of the class, the facilities and staff in addition to our instructor extraordinaire Troy Taylor.

Upcoming Technology Transfer Classes
Information on upcoming Technology Transfer classes is
not mailed to the membership. In order to keep the costs
of Technology Transfer courses affordable, news about the
classes is only sent to members with email addresses listed
in the directory and on the SEDA website (www.southeastdesalting..com). If you would like to register your email ad-

dress and get information on upcoming events, please contact
the SEDA administer at 772-781-7698. Here are some of the
upcoming courses.
Operation & Maintenance of Degasifiers & Scrubber Systems - August 5th, 2010 @ City of Palm Bay
Back by popular demand, this workshop focuses on the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of the often
forgotten Degasification & Odor Scrubber processes of the
membrane plant. Instructors will explain the issues of hydrogen sulfide, how degasifiers work, how air scrubbers work,
and what to do when they don’t work. The one day program
will provide attendees 0.75 CEUs if requested. This one-day
workshop will be held at the new Palm Bay Utilities South
Regional Water Treatment Plant. The instructors will be Jacobs Air Water Systems.
Membrane Theory and Operations Workshop – September
14th 2010 @ City of Hallandale Beach
This one-day workshop will be sponsored by Dow Water
& Process Solutions and the Nalco Company at the City of
Hallandale Beach Water Treatment Plant. Harold Fravel,
renowned instructor of many SEDA workshops and MOC
classes, will provide students detailed information on how
membranes work, how they are constructed, and what impacts their operation. This workshop will provide attendees
0.75 CEUs if requested. Check the SEDA website for more
information.

Membrane Operator Certification
By: Brian Matthews

What do Dunedin, Palm Coast and Pompano Beach have
in common? Training Facilities integrated into their Membrane Water Treatment Plants. So do Bonita Springs, Jupiter,
Collier County along with many others. SEDA is targeting
three MOC Schools per year located at a membrane plants
to enable students to actually touch and see the process that
they are learning about, making the course truly interactive.
A class at the Tampa Seawater facility is being considered in
August of this year. The MOC committee is planning to hold
the School at the Bonita Springs facility in November 2010.
In January or February 2011, the class will be held either at
Jupiter or Pompano, then Palm Coast in May, 2011 followed
by the west coast, maybe Clearwater in the fall 2011. SEDA
would like to take the course out of state in the near future,
possibly the mid-Atlantic coast for operators located in Georgia and the Carolinas.
As some of you may be aware, SEDA and the South Central Membrane Association (SCMA), centered in Texas, have
signed an agreement for the MOC School course to be taught

in their organization. SCMA will co-author a low pressure
chapter covering MF/UF membrane application and operations in greater detail then what is currently in the MOC
Handbook. In discussions with the membrane experts from
Texas and internally with the MOC committee, it was decided to reconfigure the MOC School. Initial thoughts lead
to a modular concept with a basic course as Module #1. This
module would include water supplies, basic membrane operations, pretreatment, post treatment, instrumentation, etc.
Module #1 would also serve as the prerequisite to one or both
of the following 2 Modules. Module #2 would be oriented
towards high pressure membrane (NF/RO) including seawater and Module #3 would be low pressure (MF/UF) including wastewater. The final details remain to be worked out, so
watch for future articles and updates on the SEDA website.
One more thought in parting, we have calculated that
over 600 students have passed through the MOC School to
date. Congrats to all of you.
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SEDA

BOARD

OF

DIRECTORS

Member

Term

Phone

Email

DIVISION 1 (four seats)
Amanda Barnes (TREASURER)
Tony Fogel (VICE PRESIDENT)
Brian Matthews
Lynn Stevens

2009-11
2009-11
2010-12
2010-12

Ph:
Ph:
Ph:
Ph:

amandab@jupiter.fl.us
tfogel@sua.com
bmatthews@ci.palm-coast.fl.us
stevensl@codb.us

DIVISION 2 (three seats)
Harold Fravel, Jr. (PRESIDENT)
Bill Lazenby
John Potts (SECRETARY)

2009-11
2009-11
2010-12

Ph: (561) 745-5368
Ph: (239) 567-9199
Ph: (561) 840-0847

hfraveljr@dow.com
bill@lazenby.net
john.potts@kimley-horn.com

Ph: (919) 833-7152
Ph: (904) 306-9406

dlaliberte@hazenandsawyer.com
jamey.wallace@jacobs.com

Ph: (954) 967-4230 x 8604
Ph: (813) 880-8881

caguilera@hollywoodfl.org
ckuzler@kingengineering.com

DIVISION 3 (two seats)
David Laliberte
2010-12
Jamey Wallace*
2010-11
*(serving out remainder of Troy Taylor’s Term)
DIVISION AT-LARGE (two seats)
Carlos Aguilera
Chris Kuzler

2010-12
2009-11

(561) 746-5134
(561) 627-2900 x366
(386) 986-2353
(386) 671-8806

